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National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences
5600 N. River Road, Suite 720, Rosemont, Illinois 60018

Phone: 773.714.8880    Fax: 773.714.8886    Email: info@naacls.org
www.naacls.org

The NAACLS Mission Statement
The National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences (NAACLS) is committed 
to being the premier agency for international accreditation and approval of educational 
programs in the clinical laboratory sciences and related healthcare disciplines. NAACLS 
provides leadership in fostering innovative educational approaches and actively supports 
cooperative efforts with other agencies.

NAACLS, in collaboration with its professional organizations, provides comprehensive 
services including program accreditation, program approval, and continuing education. 
NAACLS provides these services for educational programs, students, employers and 
healthcare consumers.

NAACLS is dedicated to peer review as the foundation of accreditation and approval. 
Volunteers are highly valued and the agency strives to prepare and assist them to provide 
exemplary program analysis. Such analysis is based upon principles of honesty, fairness, 
objectivity and integrity.

NAACLS demonstrates commitment to public service by assuring the quality of 
educational programs. NAACLS will continue to be responsive to the needs of the 
healthcare community as it strives toward recognition as the premier international 
accrediting organization in health professions education. (http://www.naacls.org/about-
us/mission.asp)

Adopted September 1996, Revised September 2001.

The NAACLS Vision Statement
“Medical laboratories will preferentially seek graduates of NAACLS accredited and 
approved programs to assure quality, value and innovation for healthcare consumers.”

Adopted September 2009.
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A Message From the President . . .
Herein please find the 42nd Annual Report from NAACLS which includes several important components. First of all are the numbers of 
NAACLS-accredited and approved programs. Accredited and approved programs remain strong with new programs starting while a 
few programs are closing. Looking at the list of accredited programs it should be highlighted that the first Doctorate in Clinical Laboratory 
Science (DCLS) program was granted Initial Accreditation! This is probably the biggest news of the past year! Congratulations to the 
University of Texas Medical Branch for this historic achievement and we look forward to more programs joining them!

With regards to NAACLS “Approved” programs, the approved programs, phlebotomy and clinical assistant, will be changed to 
“Accredited” programs over the next two years. The use of the “Approved” status has been confusing especially to the agency that 
recognizes NAACLS, the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA), and so it was decided to change our procedures and only 
“accredit” programs.

Next is a long list of our volunteers. Thank you so much to all of the people who volunteer their time to make a robust process of true 
peer-review occur for all of our programs. Their dedication is especially appreciated over the last year when plans changed quickly and 
programs were site-visited either in person or virtually. Your flexibility and commitment to assessing program compliance with NAACLS 
standards in chaotic times is not taken for granted. Thank you! New volunteers are always needed and welcome. Contact Mark Spence, 
Volunteer Services Manager at mspence@naacls.org to indicate your interest in volunteering for NAACLS. For more information, please visit 
https://naacls.org/Volunteers.aspx. 

NAACLS is in strong financial shape as you will see in the Statements of Financial Position. Our investments are strong, and we have been 
keeping expenses down as much as possible. 

The last few pages list the names and contact information of the members of the Board of Directors, Review Committee for Accredited 
Programs, Programs Approval Review Committee, Doctoral Review Committee and the NAACLS Staff. Each person on these rosters fulfills a 
critical role in the operations of NAACLS, and the organization is strong because of their efforts.

The Board of Directors recently adopted a new strategic plan which will drive NAACLS efforts over the next few years. These are the targets 
of the plan and each target includes several goals: 1) Promote program excellence and innovation; 2) Promote and market the value 
of NAACLS accreditation/approval; 3) Maintain and improve quality accreditation services; 4) Support and enhance the professional 
development of staff, volunteers, and program personnel, and 5) Maintain stable financial position to support NAACLS’ mission. We look 
forward to reporting on the progress of these initiatives over the next year and longer.

A Search Committee is currently actively looking for the next CEO of NAACLS. Dr. Dianne Cearlock has led NAACLS over the last 16 years. It is 
expected that the new CEO will start later this summer so that Dr. Cearlock can mentor the incoming CEO before her last official day at the 
end of August. Thank you to Dr. Cearlock for 16 years of strong leadership and vision keeping NAACLS current and viable in times of great 
change.

One of Dr. Cearlock’s last projects has been to start a “Future and Emerging Professions Task Force” whose purpose it is to expand the types 
of educational programs that may be granted accreditation through NAACLS. The first such program that has been suggested is a program 
that prepares people to take the categorical in Microbiology certification exam. Hassan Aziz serves on the Task Force with Karen Brown, 
Peter Hu, and Dianne Cearlock. The task force established a workgroup to help advance their charge. Elizabeth Gockel-Blessing, Carol 
Rentas, MaryEllen Tancred, Janna Schill, Michelle Hill, and Janice Conway-Klaassen serve on the workgroup.

Last, but not least, NAACLS is up for Recognition by CHEA this year and, thus, Dr. Cearlock and the NAACLS staff will be preparing a self-study 
documenting how NAACLS complies with the CHEA standards. What the report will demonstrate and what I want you to know is that the 
state of NAACLS is strong and it is because of its leadership, staff and volunteers!

By Maribeth L. Flaws, PhD, MLS(ASCP)CM SM, SI
President, NAACLS Board of Directors
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Table continued on page 5
Data as of 12/31/21.
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NAACLS Programs by Type
1/1/21  vs  12/31/21
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PA
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Program Level

MLS

MLT

HT

HTL

Path Asst

CG

DMS

DCLS

Totals

Initial Continuing Probation Withdrawn

Accredited Programs

Board of Directors’ Actions
2021

Program Level Probation WithdrawnInitial

Phlebotomy 

CA

Totals

Approved Programs
Continuing
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--

--
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NAACLS is grateful 
to the volunteers who 

served as paper 
reviewers and/or 

site visitors for 
programs that were 

evaluated by the 
NAACLS Board of 

Directors 
in April and 

September 2021. 

These volunteers 
donated their time 

and expertise, 
enabling the 

programmatic 
accreditation process 

to exist. 

Their service 
is truly appreciated!

2021 Volunteers
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Charity Accurso
Laura Ahonen
Karen Apolloni
Marcia Armstrong
Rita Austin
Hassan Aziz
Michael Baker
Tywan Banks
Andrew Baughman
Edwin Beitz
Angela Bell
Stephanie Blackburn
Jimmy Boyd
Kim Boyd
Deborah Brock
Donna Broderick
Lynne Brodeur
Lauren Brooks
Keri Brophy-Martinez
Karen Brown
Michelle Butina
Cara Calvo
Suzanne Campbell
Carrie Carlson
Janelle Chiasera
Susan Conforti
Leslie Cooper
Janet Cooper
Michelle Costas
Robert Cottrell
Holly Covas
Cliff Cymrot
Siddra Dar
Veronica Dominguez
Patricia Ellinger
Tatia Feltman

Jennifer Fendinger
Susan Ferency
Marcia Firmani
Laura Flaniken
Aimee Flynn
Glenda Forneris
Ramona Fox
Mildred Fuller
Julie Gardner
Cheryl Germain
Elizabeth Gockel-Blessing
Brian Goff
Daniel Gonzalez
Nancy Goodyear
Candice Grayson
Brandy Greenhill
Jun Gu
Caridad Ivis Gutierrez
Wanda Haberer
Rachael Hagerman
Mwafaq Haji
Colleen Halupa
Frankie Harris-Lyne
Rochelle Helminski
Candy Hill
Michelle Hill
Renee Hodgkins
Lisa Hochstein
Karen Honeycutt
Peter Hu
LaShauna Hunt
Phyllis Ingham
Jeanne Isabel
Jorge Jacot
Marisa James
Asma Javed
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2021 Volunteers
Volunteers (continued)

Nathan Johnson
Michelle P. Johnson
Jennifer Jones
Floyd Josephat
Tripat Kaur
Patricia Kelly
Kathy Kenwright
Kelly Klein-Wallace
Jennifer Knight
Terry Kotrla
Sona Kumar
Martha Lake
Randall Lambrecht
Stacie Lansink
Jessica Lasiter
Lisa Lock
Wilma Lopez
James March Mistler
Mary Mattes
DeAnne Maxwell
Toysha Mayer
Carol McCoy
Catherine McCoy
Michaele McDonald
Sharon McGoldrick

LaCheeta McPherson
Vera Lucia Mendes - Kramer
Marilyn S. McCain
Claudia Miller
Herb Miller
Rita Miller
Louise Millis
Michelle Moy
Terri Murphy-Sanchez
Michelle Naylor
Jennifer Nicoloro
Judie Nocera
Melmar Ordinario
Christina Overstreet
Stacey Paryag - Stevens
Evelyn Paxton
Kristen Pesavento
Alisa Petree
Lynn Poth
Nancy Ramirez
Beth Rawson
Deanna Reinacher
Carol Rentas
Amee Rosales
Sallie Ruskoski
Duncan Samo
Cecile Sanders

Jerry Santiago
Rebbecca Silva
Michael Songer
Andrea Stone
Wendy Sweatt
Elizabeth Szymczak
Terry Taff
Michelle Tarrant
Dale Telgenhoff
Joseph Thomas
Patricia Tille
Jamie Titus
Alicia Triplett
Dawn Tripolino
Consuelo Villalon
Stacy Walz
Hallee Waye
Sandra Weiss
Betty White
Melissa White
Reannon Wilkerson
Phaedra Williams
Darius Wilson
Carrie Wimsatt
Taiquanda Winbush
Barbara Zingale



Statements of Financial Position
June 30, 2021

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS:
 Cash and Cash Equivalents
 Accounts Receivable (Less Allowance $1,800)
 Investments at Fair Market Value
 Prepaid Insurance, Expenses and Deposits

  TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

OTHER ASSETS:
 Property and Equipment (Net of Accumulated
 Depreciation)

  TOTAL OTHER ASSETS

  TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES:
 Accounts Payable
 Accrued Payroll
 Accrued and Withheld Payroll Taxes
 Deferred Revenue

  TOTAL LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS:
 Unrestricted
 
  TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$    306,015
14,614

2,609,881
79,920

3,010,430

40,297

40,297

$ 3,050,727

$      26,198
85,405
11,093
66,664

189,360

2,861,367

$ 3,050,727

ANNUAL REPORT  •  9



PRESIDENT
ASCLS  Representative
Maribeth L. Flaws, PhD, 
MLS(ASCP)CM, SM(ASCP)SI
Program Director/Chairperson,
  MLS Program
Rush University Medical Center
Dept. of Clinical Laboratory 
  Sciences
600 South Paulina, 1019 A ACFAC, 
Ste 1019
Chicago, IL 60612

PRESIDENT ELECT
ASCP  Representative
Marisa K. James, MA, MT(ASCP)CM

Program Director, MLS Program
North Kansas City Hospital
School of Clinical Laboratory 
  Science
2800 Clay Edwards Drive
North Kansas City, MO 64116

SECRETARY
ASCP  Representative
Karen A. Brown, MS, MASCP,
  MLS(ASCP)CM
Adjunct Professor
University of Utah, Dept. of  
  Pathology, Med Lab Sciences
27 S Mario Capecchi Drive
Salt Lake City, UT 84113

TREASURER
ASCP  Representative
Joel M. Shilling, MD(FASCP)
Independent Contractor
Rapid Response Laboratories for 
Quest Diagnostics
Portland, OR 97225

MEMBER-AT-LARGE
Four Year Educator
Julie O'Sullivan Maillet, PhD, RD,
  FASAHP
Former Interim Dean at
Rutgers School of Health Related 
Professions

AAPA  Representative
Robert Cottrell, MHS, PA(ASCP)CM

Program Director
Quinnipiac University
275 Mt. Carmel Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518

ASCLS Representative
Christie L. Massen, PhD, MS, 
  MLS(ASCP)CM

Program Director
Chief Laboratory Officer
North Dakota Dept of Health
2635 E. Main Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58506

ASCLS Representative
Susanne Norris Zanto, MPH,
  MLS(ASCP)CM

Consultant
Laboratory SolutionZ
Helena, MT 59601

AGT Representative
Jun Gu, MD, PhD, 
  CG(ASCP)CM

Program Director
University of Texas MD Anderson
  Cancer Center
School of Health Professions
1515 Holcombe Blvd., Unit 2
Houston, TX 77030

Board of Directors
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NSH Representative
Mark A. Bailey, MA, HTL(ASCP) CM

Program Director & Asst Professor
University of Texas MD Anderson
  Cancer Center
School of Health Professions
1515 Holcombe Blvd., Unit 2
Houston, TX 77030

Public Member
Nathan Marik, MBA
Continuity Analyst
Bank of the West
13505 California Plaza
Omaha, NE 68154

Two Year Educator
Elaina Bleifield, PhD
Vice President for Academic
  and Student Affairs
Anoka Technical College
1355 W Highway 10
Anoka, MN 55303



RCAP
Review Committee for Accredited Programs

CHAIR
MLT Educator 
Andrea Gordon, MEd, MT(ASCP)SH
Adjunct Faculty
Brookline College
2445 W. Dunlap Avenue, Suite 100
Phoenix, AZ 85021

VICE CHAIR
Four Year Educator
Charity E. Accurso, PhD, 
  MLS(ASCP)CM,

Program Director, MLS Program
University of Cincinnati
3202 Eden Avenue, ML 0394
Cincinnati, OH 45267-0394

Pathologist Assistant Practitioner
William F. Ahlfeld, MS, PA(ASCP)
Laboratory Manager
Pennsylvania Specialty Laboratory
2301 Harrisburg Pike, Suite 201
Lancaster, PA 1760

Pathologist Assistant Educator
Michelle M. Costas, MHS, PA(ASCP)
Program Director
West Virginia University Department  
  of Pathology
1 Medical Center Drive, Box 9203
Morgantown, WV 26506

MLS Educator
Ramona M. Fox, MS, MT(ASCP)
Program Director, MLS Program
Arrowhead Regional Med Ctr
Clinical Laboratory
400 North Pepper Avenue
Colton, CA 92324

MLS Educator
Jeanne Isabel, EdD, MLS,
  SH(ASCP)
Chair, School of Health Studies
Northern Illinois University
Wirtz 209A
DeKalb, IL 60115
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MLS Educator 
Janna Schill, PhD, MS, MT(ASCP)
Associate Professor, MLS Program
University of North Dakota
1301 N Columbia Road, Stop 9037
Grand Forks, ND 58203

MLS Educator 
Dawn Tripolino, MBA, MT(ASCP)
Program Director
Bayfront Health St. Petersburg
Laboratory Services
701 Sixth Street, South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701-4814

MLS Educator
Edwin M. Beitz, MHA, MLS(ASCP)CM,

Program Director
York Hospital
Medical Lab Science Program
1001 S. George Street
York, PA 17405

MLS Educator
Jennifer Knight, MHS, MLS(ASCP)CM,

Program Director/Lab Manager
Mississippi Baptist Med Center
School of Medical Lab Science
1225 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39202-2002

MLS Educator
Elizabeth A. Gockel-Blessing,PhD,
  MLS(ASCP)CM

Associate Professor/Asssociate 
Dean
St. Louis University
Doisy College of Health Sciences
3437 Caroline Street, Rm 3109
St. Louis, MO 63104-1111

MLS Educator
Carol Rentas, PhD, MEd, 
  MT(ASCP)
Director
George Washington University
Biomedical Laboratory Sciences
Deparment, Enterprise Hall
44983 Knoll Square, Office 201J
Ashburn, VA 20147

MLT Educator
Sally Pestana, MT(ASCP)
Director of Health Continuing 
  Education
University of Hawaii-Kapiolani
4303 Diamond Head Road
Honolulu, HI 96816

MLT Educator
Maria Torres-Pillot, MA,
  MLS(ASCP)CM,

Program Director
Northern Virginia Comm College
Medical Education Campus
6699 Springfield Center Drive
Springfield, VA 22150

MLT Educator
Candice Grayson, MS, MT, 
  MT(ASCP)
Program Director
MLT and HT Programs
Community College of 
  Baltimore County
7201 Rossville Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21237
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RCAP
Review Committee for Accredited Programs

MLT Educator
Frankie Harris-Lyne, MS, 
  MLS(ASCP)CM

Professor Emeritus
Northern Virgina Community
  College
Warrenton, VA 20186

MLT Educator
Candy Hill, MAEd, MT(ASCP)
Program Director, MLT Program
Jefferson State Community
  College
2601 Carson Road
Birmingham, AL 35215-3098

HT Educator
Michelle Nelsen, MS, HTL(ASCP)CM

Program Director, HT Program
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine
Hilton 1044-A
200 First Street SW
Rochester, MN 55905 

HT Educator
Dale Telgenhoff, PhD, HTL(ASCP)CM

Associate Professor
Oakland University
3161 Human Health Building
Rochester, MN 48309

DMS Educator
Eric A. Elsinghorst, PhD, MPH,
  MB(ASCP), MLS(ASCP)
Program Director, MLS/DMS
  Programs
University of Kansas Medical Ctr
School of Health Professions
3901 Rainbow Blvd., MS 4048, 
G014 Eaton
Kansas City, KS 66160-7608

DMS Educator
Julie Zemplinski, MSH, MS, 
  MLS(ASCP)CM, MB(ASCP)
MLS and DMS Program Director
Florida Gulf Coast University
10501 FGCU Blvd. South
Fort Myers, FL 33965-6565

Cytogenetics Educator
Jason Yuhas, BS, CG(ASCP)CM

Senior Educator/Program Director
Mayo Clinic School of 
  Health Sciences
200 1st St SW
Hilton 971
Rochester, MN 55905

Two Year Educator
Mary Ellen Tancred, PhD, MBA,
  MT(ASCP)SH
Program Director
Columbus State Community
  College
550 E Spring Street
Union Hall 313
Columbus, OH 43216



PARC
Programs Approval Review Committee

CHAIR
Phlebotomy Educator
Laura Ahonen, MS, MT(ASCP)
Program Director, MLT Program
Northcentral Technical College
1000 W Campus Drive
Wausau, WI 54401

VICE CHAIR
Phlebotomy Educator
Keri Brophy-Martinez, MHA, 
  MT(ASCP)
Program Director
Phlebotomy Program
Austin Community College
3401 Webberville Road
Austin, TX 78702

Phlebotomy Educator
Terri McElhattan, MHA, MT, 
  PBT(ASCP), CPI(ACA)
Program Director
Geisinger Health System
100 N. Academy Avenue
Danville, PA 17822-5006

Phlebotomy Practitioner
Marilyn S. McCain, MBA, H(ASCP)
Laboratory Manager
Grady Health System
Union City, GA 30291

Phlebotomy Educator
Phyllis Ingham, EdD, MEd, 
  MT(ASCP)
Program Director
West Georgia Technical College
176 Murphy Campus Blvd
Waco, GA 30182

Clinical Assistant Educator
Rita Miller, EdD, MLS(ASCP)
Program Director, MLT Program
Minnesota West Community & 
  Technical College
Luverne Center
311 N Spring Street
Luverne, MN 56156

Phlebotomy Educator
Tywan G. Banks, MEd, MT(ASCP)
Program Director
Columbus State Comm College
550 E. Spring Street
Columbus, OH 43215

Clinical Assistant Educator
Andrea Stone, MPA, MT(ASCP)
Assistant Professor
College of DuPage
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137
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Phlebotomy Educator
Michelle M. Hill, MS, MT(ASCP)SLS
Program Director
Southwest Tennessee Community 
College
737 Union Avenue, #AH202D
Memphis, TN 38103
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STAFF
Michele Giannosa
PROGRAM ACCREDITATION 
COORDINATOR AND BOARD 
LIAISON

Jessica Jasso
PROGRAM ACCREDITATION 
COORDINATOR AND REVIEW 
PROCESS LIAISON

Elizabeth Swartz
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
MANAGER

Dianne M. Cearlock
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Mark Spence
PROGRAM APPROVAL 
COORDINATOR AND 
VOLUNTEER SERVICES 
MANAGER

Russell DeCaluwe
PROGRAM ACCREDITATION 
COORDINATOR AND 
QUALITY ASSURANCE 
LIAISON

Megan Eggert
MEETINGS AND EVENTS
PLANNER

Francine Schwartz
ACCOUNTANT

Jennifer Loyo
ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE

Stefanie Troxell
PROGRAM SERVICES 
ASSOCIATE

DRC
Doctoral Review Committee

CHAIR
Brenda C. Barnes, PhD, MT(ASCP),  
  SBB
Program Director
Allen College
1825 Logan Avenue
Waterloo, IA 50703

VICE CHAIR
S. Renee Hodgkins, PhD, 
  MLS(ASCP)
Clinical Assistant Professor
University of Kansas Medical Ctr
3901 Rainbow Blvd., MS 4048
Kansas City, MO 66160

Dept. Chair, Vice President/
Provost or Dean
Janelle M. Chiasera, PhD, 
  MT(ASCP)
Dean, School of Health Sciences
Quinnipiac University
School of Health Sciences, Mail 
Drop MNH-166G
275 Mount Carmel Avenue
Hamden, CT 06518-1908

DCLS Practitioner
Brandy D. Gunsolus, DCLS, 
  MLS(ASCP)cm
Doctor of Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences
Augusta University Health
1120 15th Street
Augusta, GA 30912

Doctoral Level Clinical Laboratory 
Educator
Nadine Lerrett, PhD, MLS(ASCP)
CM
Associate Professor and Director 
of Research
Dept of Med Lab Science
Rush University
600 S. Paulina, Suite 1021
Chicago, IL 60612

Clinical Laboratory Sciences 
Industry Executive or Leader
Jennifer Thebo
President
JuST Scientific Solutions, LLC
110 Dylan Drive
York, PA 17404
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Copyright 2021 NAACLS. All rights reserved.

The National Accrediting Agency for Clinical Laboratory Sciences (NAACLS)
is a nonprofit organization that independently accredits medical laboratory scientist, 

medical laboratory technician, histotechnologist, histotechnician, 
pathologists’ assistant, cytogenetic technologist, diagnostic molecular scientist 

and clinical doctorate education programs.
NAACLS also independently approves phlebotomist and clinical assistant 

education programs.


