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Discussion Item
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	Request From: ASCP BOC


	Summary of Discussion Item: 

ASCP Board of Certification (BOC) presented to the NAACLS Board of Directors’ Meeting in September 2025 and requested a change in terminology throughout the Standards, replacing “certification” with “credential.”


	Rationale for Request:
The purpose of this request is to clarify the distinction between being “credentialed” and taking a “certification examination.” Individuals become credentialed in their field while certification refers specifically to the examination process. Additionally, because the “C” in BOC already stands for Certification, the term is currently redundant within the Standards.

Individuals who passed the BOC examination prior to 2012 are voluntary participants in the ASCP BOC Credential Maintenance Program (CMP). Their digital badge does not carry an expiration date. Individuals who passed the BOC examination in 2012 or later are required to participate in the CMP to verify their credential remains current. 


	Proposed Next Step:
Review the proposed standard revision across all disciplines in the 2024 and DCLS Standards. 

	Potential Effects/Concerns of Request (Documents/Policy Changes):



	Discussion:















1			Discussion Item


	All disciplines included the 2024 & DCLS Standards 
(example included below)

	Current
	Proposed

	1. [bookmark: _Toc180494671][bookmark: _Toc181360427][bookmark: _Toc210909655]Program Administration
[bookmark: _Toc180494672]A.	Program Director
The program must have a NAACLS approved medical laboratory professional serving as program director who meets the following qualifications and executes all required responsibilities.
1. Qualifications
The program director must have:
a. An earned master’s or doctoral degree.
b. An ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC generalist certification as a medical laboratory scientist.
c. Three years of teaching experience.
d. Knowledge of education methods and administration as well as current NAACLS accreditation procedures and certification procedures.
e. (for international programs only) If the program director does not hold ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC certification as a medical laboratory scientist, a qualified professional who does hold ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC certification as a medical laboratory scientist must hold appointment as an accreditation liaison.
[bookmark: _Toc180494673]B. Site Program Administrator (required for programs with sponsors and partners; assigned to each participating site)
1. Qualifications
The site program administrator must:
a. Have a bachelor’s degree.
b. Hold the same level certification required of a program director.
c. Have at least one year of experience in medical laboratory science education to include knowledge of:
i. education methods
ii. program assessment and administration
iii. certification/licensure procedures
[bookmark: _Toc180494676]E. Accreditation Liaison (when required, for international programs only)
1. Qualifications
The accreditation liaison, when required, must be a medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation.
b. Has at least a master’s degree and three years of experience in the program discipline.
c. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC certification as a medical laboratory scientist.
F.	Education Coordinator (when required)
1. Qualifications
The education coordinator, when required, must be a medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has at least a bachelor’s degree and three years of experience in the program discipline.
b. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC certification as a histotechnologist.
c. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation and current certification procedures.

	1. Program Administration
A.	Program Director
The program must have a NAACLS approved medical laboratory professional serving as program director who meets the following qualifications and executes all required responsibilities.
2. Qualifications
The program director must have:
f. An earned master’s or doctoral degree.
g. An ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC generalist credential as a medical laboratory scientist.
h. Three years of teaching experience.
i. Knowledge of education methods and administration as well as current NAACLS accreditation procedures and certification procedures.
j. (for international programs only) If the program director does not hold ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC credential as a medical laboratory scientist, a qualified professional who does hold ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC credential as a medical laboratory scientist must hold appointment as an accreditation liaison.
B. Site Program Administrator (required for programs with sponsors and partners; assigned to each participating site)
2. Qualifications
The site program administrator must:
d. Have a bachelor’s degree.
e. Hold the same level credential required of a program director.
f. Have at least one year of experience in medical laboratory science education to include knowledge of:
i. education methods
ii. program assessment and administration
iii. certification/licensure procedures
E. Accreditation Liaison (when required, for international programs only)
2. Qualifications
The accreditation liaison, when required, must be a medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation.
b. Has at least a master’s degree and three years of experience in the program discipline.
c. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC credential as a medical laboratory scientist.
[bookmark: _Toc180494614]F.	Education Coordinator (when required)
2. Qualifications
The education coordinator, when required, must be a medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has at least a bachelor’s degree and three years of experience in the program discipline.
b. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCPi BOC credential as a histotechnologist.
c. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation and current certification procedures

	Rationale
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