All disciplines included the 2024 and DCLS Standards (example included below)

Current Standards Proposed
VIl. Program Administration VIl. Program Administration
A. Program Director A. Program Director
The program must have a NAACLS approved medical The program must have a NAACLS approved medical
laboratory professional serving as program director who laboratory professional serving as program director who
meets the following qualifications and executes all required meets the following qualifications and executes all required
responsibilities. responsibilities.
1. Qualifications 1. Qualifications
The program director must have: The program director must have:

a. An earned master’s or doctoral degree. a. An earned master’s or doctoral degree.

b. An ASCP BOC or ASCP' BOC generalist b. An ASCP BOC or ASCP' BOC generalist
certification as a medical laboratory scientist. credential as a medical laboratory scientist.

c. Three years of teaching experience. c. Three years of teaching experience.

d. Knowledge of education methods and d. Knowledge of education methods and
administration as well as current NAACLS administration as well as current NAACLS
accreditation procedures and certification accreditation procedures and certification
procedures. procedures.

e. (for international programs only) If the program e. (for international programs only) If the program
director does not hold ASCP BOC or ASCP' BOC director does not hold ASCP BOC or ASCP! BOC
certification as a medical laboratory scientist, a credential as a medical laboratory scientist, a
qualified professional who does hold ASCP BOC qualified professional who does hold ASCP BOC
or ASCP' BOC certification as a medical laboratory or ASCP' BOC credential as a medical laboratory
scientist must hold appointment as an scientist must hold appointment as an
accreditation liaison. accreditation liaison.

B. Site Program Administrator (required for programs with B. Site Program Administrator (required for programs with
sponsors and partners; assigned to each participating site) = sponsors and partners; assigned to each participating site)
1. Qualifications 1. Qualifications
The site program administrator must: The site program administrator must:

a. Have a bachelor’s degree. a. Have a bachelor’s degree.

b. Hold the same level certification required of a b. Hold the same level credential required of a
program director. program director.

c. Have at least one year of experience in medical c. Have at least one year of experience in medical
laboratory science education to include knowledge laboratory science education to include knowledge
of: of:

i.  education methods i.  education methods
ii. program assessment and administration ii. program assessment and administration

ii.  certification/licensure procedures ii.  certification/licensure procedures



E. Accreditation Liaison (when required, for international
programs only)
1. Qualifications
The accreditation liaison, when required, must be a
medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation.
b. Has at least a master’s degree and three years of
experience in the program discipline.
c. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCP'BOC certification as a
medical laboratory scientist.

F. Education Coordinator (when required)
1. Qualifications
The education coordinator, when required, must be a
medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has at least a bachelor’'s degree and three years
of experience in the program discipline.
b. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCP' BOC certification as a
histotechnologist.
c. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation and
current certification procedures.

E. Accreditation Liaison (when required, for international
programs only)
1. Qualifications
The accreditation liaison, when required, must be a
medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation.
b. Has at least a master’s degree and three years of
experience in the program discipline.
c. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCP'BOC credential as a
medical laboratory scientist.

F. Education Coordinator (when required)
1. Qualifications
The education coordinator, when required, must be a
medical laboratory professional who:
a. Has at least a bachelor’s degree and three years
of experience in the program discipline.
b. Holds ASCP BOC or ASCP' BOC credential as a
histotechnologist.
c. Has knowledge of NAACLS accreditation and
current certification procedures

Rationale

The purpose of this request is to clarify the distinction between professional credentialing and the certification examination process
referenced in the NAACLS Standards. Clarifying this terminology will improve consistency and accuracy by distinguishing between
the certification examination process and the professional credential awarded upon successful completion of that examination.
Individuals who passed the ASCP Board of Certification (BOC) examination prior to implementation of the Credential Maintenance
Program (CMP) may voluntarily participate in the ASCP BOC Credential Maintenance Program (CMP), and their digital credential
does not include an expiration date. Individuals who passed the BOC examination after the CMP was implemented are required to
participate in the CMP to maintain an active credential and demonstrate that their certification remains current. If the Board approves
this Standard change following the Public Comment period, the Standards Compliance Guide (SCG) will be updated to include a

clarifying statement regarding this exemption.



6. 2024 Standards and DCLS Standards Certification vs Credential - in
regard to the proposed standard change, please select an option below.

5% | oppose the proposed changes. \

14% | am indifferent to proposed
changes. \

N\

81% | am in support the proposed
changes.

Value Percent Responses

| am in support the proposed changes. 81.0%
-

| am indifferent to proposed changes. 14.3%
am

| oppose the proposed changes. 4.8%
a

Totals: 21



/. 2024 Standards and DCLS Standards Certification vs Credential - if you
have additional commentary in support or in opposition to the change,
please submit it below.

ResponselD Response

4

10

23

None

For future versions of the standards, the committee should consider requiring a doctoral
degree for the DCLS program director. This would be updated in VII.A.1a as: Earned a
doctoral degree. Rationale: DCLS students expect their faculty to be at the doctoral level,
including the program director.

No changes

N/A

| support this clarification because it improves consistency in the Standards and supports
clearer documentation of personnel qualifications.
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